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Time Commitment

128 hours over a 1 year period of in-class participation,
and asynchronous (on your own, outside of class) work

Location

The majority of the in-person sessions will take place in
Howard County, Maryland. Additional sessions will take
place in Annapolis, Maryland, and we may travel by bus
or train to Washington, D.C. (TBD) for one class.

All virtual sessions will be on Zoom.

Cost to Participants

There is no fee for participants to attend the sessions
and take part in this opportunity. Maryland's program is
made possible through a grant provided by the Maryland
Developmental Disabilities Council, along with funding
provided by The Arc Maryland, with programmatic
support by People On the Go Maryland. Each spot in
the program is valued at over $5,000.

Overnight accommodations may be provided at no cost
for those who drive a long distance to attend, as an
accommodation to participate. Also included are meals,
speakers’ presentations and handouts, resource
materials, publications, and accommodation services.

Accommodations

Participants who require accommodations for their
participation should include these on their applications.
These could include things like ASL, Child Care or
Respite Stipends, Transportation Assistance,
Technology, or Companion services (attendance of a
family member or DSP to provide support to a Partners
participant). Please note that we do not have on-site
childcare and children are not allowed to attend classes
with program participants. Please contact Natalie
Brooks for any questions or assistance completing your
application at nbrooks@thearcmd.org

Application Deadline: September 4th

Homework

After each session, a
homework assignment
or review of materials
that builds on and
supports the topics
addressed must be
completed by each class
member for discussion
at the following session.

Presenters

Guest speakers are subject matter experts in the
field as professionals, or through their own lived-
experience with disability.

Selection Process

A review committee, which includes
representatives from the Maryland
Developmental Disabilities Council, People On
the Go Maryland, and The Arc Maryland team,
selects participants based on several criteria.
Decisions will be made on September 18, 2026.

Apply From Our Website:

To learn more about the Maryland Partners in Policymaking® program, visit www.TheArcMD.org/Partners or
contact Natalie Brooks, Director of Education Initiatives and Partnerships, at NBrooks@TheArcMD.org.
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